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The Japan Transnational Education and Career Panel 
Study (JTEPS) is a research initiative to examine the 
impact of international student mobility (ISM) on Japan’s 
evolving education and labor landscapes. With ISM at the 
forefront of Japan's education policy, this mixed-method 
panel study seeks to advance our understanding of study 
abroad dynamics, focusing on socio-economic status 
(SES), gender, and their intersections. Spanning three 
years (2025–2027), JTEPS collects quantitative and 
qualitative data from young residents in Japan with 
diverse educational backgrounds. Through surveys and 

interviews, it explores key questions: What drives male and female adolescents to study abroad? 
How does it shape their early careers? What are the broader implications for social and gender 
inequalities? JTEPS uniquely bridges data on education, transition, and employment with 
retrospective insights into life histories, uncovering the nuanced role of transnational capital in 
Japan’s labor market. By examining individual aspirations alongside state policies and 
institutional frameworks, it reveals the personal and societal impact of studying abroad.The 
project not only contributes to Japanese studies but also informs global debates on inequality, 
mobility, and internationalization. With its innovative approach to linking personal trajectories 
to larger social and institutional dynamics, JTEPS offers vital policy-relevant insights into 
education, labor, and the transformative potential of global resources in Japan. 
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